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The Social Democratic Party of America de- bution, through the restoration to the people of 
clares that life, liberty, and happiness for every man, all the means of production and distribution, to 
woman, and child are conditioned upon equal be administered by organized society in the inter- 
political and economic rights. est of the whole people, and the complete eman- 

That private ownership of the means of pro- cipation of society from the domination of capi- 

duction and distribution of wealth has caused talism. 

society to split into two distinct classes with con- The wage-workers and all those in sympa- 

flicting interests, the small possessing class of capi- thy with their historical mission to realize a higher 

talists or exploiters of the labor force of others and civilization should sever connection with all capi- 

the ever-increasing large dispossessed class of wage- talist and reform parties and unite with the Social 

workers, who are deprived of the socially-due share Democratic Party of America, 
of their product. The control of political power by the Social 

That capitalism, the private ownership of the Democratic party will be tantamount to the abo- 
means of production, is responsible for the inse- Ution of capitaUsm and all class rule, 
curity of subsistence, the poverty, misery, and deg- The solidarity of labor connecting us with 
radation of the ever-growing majority of our milUonsofclass conscious fellow workers through- 
people, out the civilized world will lead to International 

That the same economic forces which have Socialism, the brotherhood of man. 
produced and now intensify the capitalist system As steps in this direction, we make the fol- 

will compel the adoption of Socialism, the coUec- lowing demands: 

tive ownership of the means of production for the 1 . Revision of our antiquated Federal Con- 
common good and welfare, or result in the de- stitution in order to remove the obstacles to full 
struction of civilization. and complete control of government by all the 

That the trade union movement and inde- people, irrespective of sex. 
pendent political action are the chief emancipat- 2. The public ownership of all industries con- 
ing factors of the working class, the one represent- trolled by monopolies, trusts, and combines, 
ing its economic, the other its political wing, and 3. The public ownership of all railroads, tele- 
that both must cooperate to establish the capital- graph, telephone, all means of transportation, com- 
ist system of production and distribution. munication, water works, gas and electric plants. 

Therefore, the Social Democratic Party of and all other public utilities. 
America declares its object to be the establishment 4. The public ownership of all gold, silver, 

of a system of cooperative production and distri- copper, lead, coal, iron, and all other mines; also 
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of all oil and gas wells. 

5. Reduction of the hours of labor in pro- 
portion to the increasing faciUties of production. 

6. The inauguration of a system of pubUc 
works and improvements for the employment of 
a large number of the unemployed, the public 
credit to be utilized for that purpose. 

7. All useful inventions to be free to all, the 
inventor to be remunerated by the public. 

8. Labor legislation to be made national in- 
stead of local, and international where possible. 

9. National insurance of working people 
against accidents and lack of employment and old 
age. 

10. Equal civil and political rights for women 
and the abolition of all laws discriminating against 
women. 

1 1. The adoption of the initiative and refer- 
endum, and the right of recall of representatives 
by the voters. 

12. Abolition of war as far as the United 
States are concerned, and introduction of inter- 
national arbitration instead. 

Demands for Farmers. 

The Social Democratic Party of America does 
not hope for the establishment of social order 



through the increase of misery, but on the con- 
trary expects its coming through the determined, 
united efforts of the workers of both city and coun- 
try to gain and use the political power to that end. 
In view of this we adopt the following platform 
for the purpose of uniting the workers in the coun- 
try with those in the city: 

1 . No more pubUc land to be sold, but to be 
utilized by the United States or the state directly 
for the public interest, or leased to farmers in small 
parcels of not over 640 acres, the state to restrict 
regulations as to improvement and cultivation. 
Forests and waterways to be put under direct con- 
trol of the nation. 

2. Construction of grain elevators, magazines, 
and cold storage buildings by the nation, to be 
used by the farmers at cost. 

3. The postal, railroad, telegraph, and tele- 
phone service to be so united that every post and 
railroad station shall be also a telegraph and tele- 
phone center. Telephone service for farmers, as for 
residents of cities, to be at cost. 

4. A uniform postal rate for the transporta- 
tion of agricultural products on all railroads. 

5. PubUc credit to be at the disposal of coun- 
ties and towns for the improvement of roads and 
soil and for irrigation and drainage. 
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